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MAIN ROADS WA — 
NORMA ROAD—LEACH HIGHWAY INTERSECTION 

Grievance 
MR M.H. TAYLOR (Bateman) [9.25 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Transport. It relates to the 
Norma Road–Leach Highway intersection in the heart of my electorate, which is a right-turn intersection off 
Leach Highway into the Myaree business district. As cars come through the set of lights at Winthrop Drive and 
Leach Highway, there is a right-hand slip lane a few hundred metres on and a right-turn intersection into 
Myaree. It affects Booragoon, Myaree and Winthrop residents in my electorate. Having travelled past the 
intersection to and from my office and to and from Parliament, I note also that it picks up a lot of traffic that 
comes off the freeway with cars coming from either the south or the north, particularly the north, off the freeway 
along Leach Highway, and turning right into Norma Road to access the business district, which is growing and 
increasingly vibrant. 
I am aware that numerous accidents have occurred at that intersection. I have been past the intersection when 
cars that are turning right off Leach Highway have banked up a few hundred metres; in fact, at times they 
back up through the Winthrop Drive intersection, particularly on a Saturday morning but also during the 
afternoon peak hour. This is particularly dangerous because it fills the third lane, or the lane closest to the 
median strip, on Leach Highway, which is a 70-kilometre-an-hour zone. As we all know, traffic quite often 
moves around 10 per cent faster than the speed limit. Cars often travel at 80 kilometres an hour along 
Leach Highway in the fastest lane—the lane closest to the median strip—and are suddenly confronted by a car 
that has stopped in front of them in a queue of cars that is sometimes a couple of hundred metres long through 
the intersection. They have to stop very suddenly and this often leads to an accident. That type of accident 
typically involves more than one car. If a car rear-ends another car at that speed, it can end up involving 
numerous cars, which I have seen for myself. 
I note that Main Roads Western Australia modelling suggests that each day about 60 000 vehicles use that 
section of Leach Highway, including a large number of trucks and heavy vehicles travelling to and from 
Fremantle port. I understand that 11.5 per cent of vehicles on that section of Leach Highway are heavy vehicles, 
with the metropolitan average being seven per cent. Therefore, there are 65 per cent more heavy vehicles on that 
section of road than the metropolitan average. Between 2009 and 2013, more than 72 per cent of crashes on 
Leach Highway were rear-end collisions, which is far greater than the metropolitan average of 43.5 per cent. 
Main Roads data shows that 11.1 per cent of crashes on this section of Leach Highway involve heavy vehicles, 
which is well above the metropolitan average of 5.4 per cent. I imagine that the higher rate of rear-end collisions 
is from the stop–start nature of Leach Highway and the difference between suburban vehicles and heavy freight 
vehicles. I imagine that the difference in braking and acceleration speeds is one of the main reasons for the 
significantly higher number of crashes involving heavy freight and rear-end collisions on this section of 
Leach Highway. That is why we need a dedicated freight route through to the port to take these issues off 
suburban roads. 

I have previously touched on the Myaree business precinct. It is a very important business and employment 
precinct in Western Australia. It is home to many businesses, including outlets for retail and wholesale goods, 
homewares, electrical goods, outdoor equipment, and new and used vehicles. As I mentioned before, it is not just 
locals who use this business precinct but also a lot of people who come from the north along the freeway. The 
first access into this precinct from Leach Highway is down Norma Road; the second access point is at 
North Lake Road at a set of traffic lights, which is less desirable for a lot of people. 

I first raised this matter with the minister in April 2015 after I met with a constituent who contacted me about 
this intersection and the Winthrop Drive traffic lights. He was very concerned because he lives not far from that 
intersection and he frequently heard crashes occurring. I wrote to the minister requesting a site visit to talk about 
the intersection and whether his department could investigate that intersection and perhaps come up with some 
alternative designs that might mitigate some of the current risks at that intersection, through those lights and on 
Leach Highway. I hope that the minister is well aware of the safety concerns and increasing problems with 
congestion on Leach Highway; I am sure he is. I ask what can be done to improve road safety at this intersection 
and improve motorists’ access to the busy Myaree business precinct. 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [9.31 am]: I appreciate the member’s concern 
for safety at the intersection of Leach Highway and Norma Road and his representation on behalf of his local 
community in his electorate. I visited this site and witnessed cars in the slip lane that turns onto Norma Road 
being backed up on Leach Highway. Leach Highway is a state road under the care and maintenance of 
Main Roads Western Australia; Norma Road is a local road managed by the City of Melville. I have some data 
for the member. The average weekday traffic volumes on Leach Highway east of North Lake Road in 2010 were 
44 700 vehicles per day, with 24 400 travelling eastbound. Issues at this intersection relate to the large volume of 
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traffic travelling eastbound on Leach Highway and the limited gaps in the eastbound through-movement on 
Leach Highway. As a result, vehicles have difficulty turning right from Leach Highway onto Norma Road, 
which causes long queues to form, predominantly during peak periods. A recent site investigation by 
Main Roads identified that there is scope to extend the right-turn pocket from Leach Highway onto Norma Road 
as long as it does not impact on the operation of the existing traffic lights at Winthrop Drive. The intersection is 
currently ranked 185th in the state based on crash frequency, with 82 crashes reported over the five-year period 
from 1 January 2010 to 31 December 2014. The majority of these crashes—46 of them—were rear-end-type 
crashes, which typically occur in traffic queues and are often low-speed and low-impact crashes. There is also 
a high proportion of right-turn-through-type crashes—21 of them—which are often linked to insufficient gaps in 
traffic and risk-taking behaviour by turning motorists. 

As I mentioned, Main Roads has undertaken a road safety audit and possible intersection treatments are being 
investigated in conjunction with the City of Melville. Any treatment proposed at this intersection needs to take 
into consideration access points for businesses on Norma Road and ensure that additional delays are not created 
on an already busy section of Leach Highway, particularly for eastbound motorists. Main Roads has 
commissioned consultants to undertake micro-simulation modelling of this section of Leach Highway to assess 
what treatments could be achieved and what the impacts would be on Leach Highway and the surrounding 
network. This work will commence shortly and is anticipated to be completed by the end of November this year. 
In order to progress the matter, I have asked Main Roads to convene a site meeting with the member to discuss 
the outcomes of the micro-simulation modelling as soon as the current investigations have concluded. 

The member was correct about the construction of Roe 8 and the impact that it will have on Leach Highway. It is 
anticipated that this will remove up to 2 000 trucks from Leach Highway by 2021, in addition to private traffic. 
When Roe 8 opens, it will take pressure off Leach Highway, South Street and Farrington Road. They will all 
experience significant reductions in traffic. These reductions will mean fewer crashes and congestion, as well as 
improved access and amenity for communities and businesses. I thank the member for raising this issue on 
behalf of his community. 
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